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Progress  Report  on  Implementation  of  the  GNP  Data  Improvement 

Project  Recommendations 

by  Norman  Frumkin 

Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce 


The  forthcoming  report  of  the  Gross  National 
Product  Data  Improvement  Project  contains 
over  150  recommendations  for  strengthening 
the  content,  tjuality  and  timeliness  of  the  un¬ 
derlying  data  and  estimating  procedures  used  in 
preparing  the  gross  national  product  (GNP)  and 
related  series  of  the  national  economic  ac¬ 
counts.'  These  include  the  early  GNP  figures 
released  every  quarter  and  the  subsequent  an¬ 
nual  revisions  and  5-year  benchmarks,  input- 
output  tables,  farm  income,  international  eco¬ 
nomic  transactions  on  current  account,  and  the 
flow  of  funds  accounts.  Because  of  the  extensive 
decentralization  of  the  Federal  statistical  system, 
over  20  Government  agencies  are  affected  by 
the  report  recommendations.^ 

The  study  was  conducted  over  a  four  and 
one-half  year  period  by  an  advisory  committee 
and  working  staff.  Daniel  Creamer  of  The  Con¬ 
ference  Board  chaired  the  committee  and  di¬ 
rected  the  staff  work. 

The  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards  is  overseeing  the  Government-wide 
implementation  of  the  report  recommendations. 


'  Gross  National  Product  Data  Improvement  Project,  Of  fice 
of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce,  1979.  The  report  will  be  published  in 
the  next  two  months  and  will  be  available  as  a  sales  docu¬ 
ment  through  the  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office.  The 
Statistical  Reporter  will  have  an  announcement  of  its  avail¬ 
ability  and  ordering  information. 

^  The  underlying  data  used  by  the  Bureau  of  Economic 
Analysis  (Department  of  Commerce)  in  preparing  the  GNP 
estimates — for  example,  retail  sales,  business  inventories,  plant 
and  equipment  expenditures,  payrolls,  profits,  prices — are 
obtained  from  general  purpose  surveys  and  administrative  re¬ 
ports  that  were  not  designed  specifically  for  the  GNP  esti¬ 
mates.  These  secondary  data,  which  have  other  uses  in  their 
own  right,  are  the  best  available  data  at  the  least  cost,  although 
they  do  not  necessarily  conform  to  the  conceptual  and  statisti¬ 
cal  sftecifications  of  the  GNP. 


This  is  a  major  effort  that  because  of  the  broad 
scope  of  recommended  improvements  requires 
a  concerted  coordination  and  follow-through 
over  several  years.  As  part  of  the  Government 
review  of  the  recommendations  of  this  advisory 
report,  there  have  been  modifications  to  the 
specific  proposals  as  well  as  to  the  timetable  for 
their  implementation.  New  problems  of  im¬ 
mediate  urgency  that  have  a  high  claim  on  re¬ 
sources  of  statistical  agencies  are  also  likely  to 
arise.  But  it  is  clear  that  the  basic  thrust  of  the 
report  will  be  one  of  the  major  guides  for  im¬ 
proving  economic  statistics  in  the  years  ahead. 

This  article  is  a  progress  report  on  these  ef¬ 
forts.  As  background  to  the  implementation 
process,  the  following  section  gives  a  number  of 
examples  of  how  better  GNP  data  would  affect 
economic  analysis  used  in  policymaking.  The 
subsequent  section  reports  on  tbe  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  report  recommendations  to  date  and 
on  plans  for  1979. 

I.  Uses  of  More  Reliable  GNP  Data 

The  GNP  Data  Improvement  Project  (DIP) 
recommendations  affect  economic  analysis  for 
short-term  macroeconomic  fiscal,  monetary  and 
wage-price  policies  in  the  overall  management 
of  the  employment  and  anti-inflation  goals  of 
the  Nation,  and  for  longer-term  structural 
changes  in  the  economy  and  their  implications 
for  policymaking.  Examples  of  how  the  recom¬ 
mendations  improve  the  tools  for  economic 
analysis  are  cited  below  as  illustrations  of  the 
expected  payoff  from  strengthening  the  GNP 
data  base. 

SHORT-TERM  MACROECONOMIC  POLICYMAKING 

The  GNP  is  the  most  comprehensive  and 
widely  accepted  framework  for  assessing  the 
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current  state  of  the  economy  and  projecting  the  reliable  by  the  strengthened  income  (above)  and 
course  of  economic  activity  one  to  two  years  spending  figures. 

ahead.  Highlighted  here  are  examples  of  the  Consumer  Spending  in  Constant  Dollars. — Re¬ 
relationship  between  the  DIP  lecommendations  fined  price  indexes  for  consumer  services,  and 
and  key  determinants  of  future  output  con-  provision  for  more  timely  pricing  of  household 
sumer  outlays,  plant  and  equipment  investment,  items  and  new  products  not  presently  covered 
and  the  full  employment  budget.  gj  §  consumer  price  index  as  important 

shifts  in  consumer  preferences  occur,  would 
\.  Consumer  Purchasing  Power  and  Expenditures  provide  more  accurate  measures  of  real  income 

Three  key  components  used  in  assessing  the  ^nd  expenditures, 
role  of  consumer  spending  in  the  economy  are 

the  proportion  of  personal  income  spent  and  2.  Plant  and  Equipment  Investment 

saved,  impact  of  actual  and  proposed  tax  Business  outlays  for  new  plant  and  equipment 
changes  on  disposable  income,  and  the  effect  of  related  to  such  factors  as  business  incomes, 

price  changes  of  consumer  goods  and  services  total  output,  capital  stocks  of  existing  plant  and 

on  real  income  and  spending.  These  compo-  equipment,  utilization  of  industrial  capacity, 

nents  are  the  basis  for  consumption  function  (-apfiai  The  economic  accounts 

analysis,  i.e.,  the  relationship  between  changes  include  measures  of  plant  and  equipment  in- 
in  income  and  changes  in  expenditures.  Fore-  vestment,  capital  stocks,  business  incomes  and 
casts  of  consumer  spending  either  explicitly  or  output.  The  DIP  recommendations  address 
implicitly  project  the  components  that  comprise  of  these  components, 

the  consumption  function. 

Plant  and  Equipment  (Current  and  Constant 

The  DIP  recommendations  are  aimed  at  pro-  Dollars). — Improved  methodology  for  the  Bu- 
viding  more  reliable  measures  of  the  relation-  Economic  Analysis  quarterly  plant  and 

ships  between  personal  income  and  expendi-  equipment  survey  and  the  Census  Bureau 

tures  for  the  following  components.  monthly  surveys  of  manufacturers’  shipments 

Personal  Income  Before  Taxes.-lmpvo^ed  nonresidential  building  construction,  as 

methodology  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  new  Census  Bureau  annual  data  on  in- 

(BLS)  monthly  survey  of  establishment  payrolls  ^ustry  expenditure  totals  for  plant  and  equip- 
and  timely  edited  tabulations  of  the  Internal  strengthen  the  estimates  of  invest- 

Revenue  Service  (IRS)  Employer’s  Quarterly  current  dollars.  Better  measures 

Federal  Tax  Returns  as  a  crosscheck  on  the  BLS  wholesale  equipment  prices  by  the  Bureau  of 
data,  would  enhance  the  quality  of  the  wage  and  ^abor  Statistics  and  of  nonresidential  construc- 
salary  component  of  personal  income.  The  pro-  Census  Bureau  would  provide 

vision  of  quarterly  data  on  employer  contribu-  *'^*‘^ble  estimates  of  fixed  investment  in 

tions  to  private  pension,  health  and  welfare  constant  dollars. 

plans  in  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  Qtiar-  Capital  Stocks. — Estimates  of  the  value  of  cap- 
terly  Financial  Report  would  improve  the  esti-  ital  stocks  of  existing  plant  and  equipment  in 

mates  of  wage  and  salary  supplements.  historical-cost,  constant-cost,  and  current-cost 

valuations  are  developed  by  a  perpetual  inven- 

Dispo.sable  Personal  Income  (After  Taxes).—  technique  in  which  the  stream  of  new  in- 

Tabulation  of  IRS  quarterly  tax  returns  (above)  vestments  are  added,  and  obsolescent  and  other 

would  provide  direct  current  data  on  withheld  discarded  existing  facilities  are  deducted  every 

personal  income  and  social  security  taxes  in  y^^^  improvements  for  new  plant  and 

place  of  the  presently  used  indirect  estimates.  equipment  investment  (above),  and  the  collec- 

Consumer  Spending  and  Saving  (Current  Dol-  ^^e  5-year  economic  censuses  of  industry 

lars). — Improved  methodology  of  the  Census  purchases  of  specific  types  of  equipment,  would 
Bureau’s  monthly  surveys  of  retailers’  sales  and  strengthen  the  capital  stock  estimates, 

service  establishment  receipts  would  strengthen  Business  Incomes. — For  corporate  profits,  an 
the  spending  figures.  Estimates  of  personal  annual  supplement  to  the  Federal  Trade  Corn- 

saving,  which  are  derived  as  the  difference  of  mission  Quarterly  Financial  Report  available  in 

disposable  income  less  spending,  would  be  more  time  for  use  in  the  first  annual  GNP  revision 
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each  July  is  aimed  at  reducing  the  likelihood  of 
significant  later  revisions  when  IRS  Statistics  of 
Income  data  become  available  in  subsequent 
years.  For  income  of  unincorporated  business,  the 
collection  of  income  data  from  self-owned  non¬ 
farm  business  every  quarter  by  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  as  part  of  its 
prospective  Survey  of  Income  and  Program  Par¬ 
ticipation  would  alleviate  the  need  to  extrapolate 
annual  data  of  two  years  earlier  to  the  current 
quarter  by  indirect  techniques. 

Total  Output. — The  wide  spectrum  of  im¬ 
provements  for  the  product  and  income  sides  of 
the  national  economic  accounts  and  for  the  de¬ 
flation  to  constant  dollars  collectively  provide 
better  measures  of  total  output. 

3.  Potential  GNP  and  the  Full  Employment  Budget 

Potential  GNP  and  the  full  employment 
budget  are  both  linked  to  the  concept  of  GNP  in 
a  fully  employed  economy.  In  addition  to  pro¬ 
viding  estimates  of  the  “GNP  gap”  when  the 
economy  is  operating  either  at  less  than  or 
above  full  employment,  potential  GNP  is  used  in 
developing  the  tax  base  for  revenue  estimates  of 
the  full  employment  budget. 

Potential  GNP. — Regardless  of  the  level  of  un¬ 
employment  which  is  defined  as  full  employ¬ 
ment,  estimates  of  potential  GNP  are  developed 
from  historical  relationships  between  GNP  and 
the  labor  force  at  different  stages  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  cycle.  Since  total  GNP  is  built  up  from  the 
detailed  elements,  the  amalgam  of  DIP  recom¬ 
mendations  would  enhance  the  quality  of  the 
estimates  of  potential  GNP. 

Full  Employment  Budget. — Estimates  of  the  full 
employment  budget  are  composed  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  Federal  budget  when 
the  economy  is  operating  at  full  employment. 
On  the  receipts  side,  the  DIP  recommendations 
provide  for  improved  measures  of  taxes  derived 
from  personal  and  business  incomes.  For  per¬ 
sonal  income  taxes,  these  are  the  improvements 
noted  earlier  for  estimates  of  personal  income 
before  and  after  taxes  (see  Consumer  Pur¬ 
chasing  Power  and  Expenditures).  For  business 
income  taxes,  recommendations  were  made 
previously  for  strengthening  the  estimates  of 
corporate  and  unincorporated  incomes  which 
serve  as  the  tax  base  from  which  to  calculate  tax 
revenues  (see  Plant  and  Equipment  Invest¬ 
ment). 


On  the  expenditure  side,  the  DIP  recommen¬ 
dations  would  provide  refined  measures  of  the 
Census  Bureau’s  monthly  survey  data  on  man¬ 
ufacturers’  shipments  and  inventories  of  the 
defense-oriented  industries  in  order  to  have 
better  estimates  of  the  effect  of  defense  spend¬ 
ing  on  private  sector  output. 

The  above  examples  of  links  to  short-term 
economic  policymaking  could  be  expanded  to 
include  other  topics,  for  example,  housing 
markets,  inventory  fluctuations,  farm  incomes, 
and  the  international  economy. 

Common  Themes. — The  quantitative  relation¬ 
ships  used  in  macroeconomic  analysis  and  fore¬ 
casts  whether  based  on  special  sectoral  studies, 
econometric  models  or  other  techniques  use  the 
same  economic  variables — GNP,  consumption, 
investment,  labor  force,  and  so  forth.  With  the 
implementation  of  the  DIP  recommendations 
over  the  years,  it  is  likely  that  future  measures 
of  the  GNP  and  its  components  will  give  a  better 
representation  of  the  real  world  economy  than 
would  have  been  available  in  the  absence  of 
such  improvements.  The  strengthened  GNP 
measures  also  probably  would  change  the  his¬ 
torical  relationships  used  in  deriving  analytic 
constructs  such  as  the  consumption  function, 
capital-output  ratios,  potential  GNP,  and  the 
full  employment  budget. 

In  addition,  different  economic  constructs  are 
based  on  similar  data  elements.  For  example, 
tax  revenues  calculated  for  the  full  employment 
budget  are  derived  from  personal  and  business 
incomes  used  in  consumption  and  investment 
analyses.  Consequently,  DIP  recommendations 
that  improve  the  quality  of  single  series  have 
multiple  analytic  benefits.  In  the  above  case, 
improvements  in  the  wage  and  salary  data  re¬ 
dound  to  analyses  of  the  consumption  function 
and  full  employment  budgets,  and  the 
strengthening  of  business  income  data  benefits 
investment  and  full  employment  budget 
analyses. 

LONG-TERM  STRUCTURAL  CHANGES 

More  reliable  information  on  detailed  indus¬ 
try  and  product  data  included  in  the  recom¬ 
mendations  for  input-output  tables  and  GNP  by 
industry  would  have  two  major  uses.  The  first  is 
for  longer-term  analyses  and  projections  of  de¬ 
tailed  structural  changes  in  markets  and  costs  at 
the  industry  and  product  level,  and  their  impli¬ 
cations  for  developing  policies  dealing  with  such 


March  1979 


183 


topics  as  economic  growth,  productivity,  living 
conditions,  pollution,  energy  and  employee 
training.  The  second  is  for  benchmarking  the 
GNP  numbers  themselves  to  insure  that  peri¬ 
odically  the  more  aggregate  quarterly  trends 
used  in  short-term  macroeconomic  pol¬ 
icymaking  are  brought  into  line  with  the  most 
complete  and  accurate  information  available. 

DISCUSSIONS  WITH  USERS  OK  GNP  DATA 

The  DIP  study  was  started  in  1973  primarily 
in  response  to  the  concern  of  Federal  economic 
policymakers  following  two  disturbing  revisions 
to  preliminary  GNP  data  in  the  early  1970’s. 
The  revised  data  gave  a  somewhat  different 
view  of  the  state  of  the  economy  from  the  pre¬ 
liminary  trends,  which  was  disconcerting  be¬ 
cause  forecasts  and  policies  are  heavily  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  most  recent  information  available. 
Thus,  in  July  1971  revised  figures  indicated  that 
business  profits  had  a  much  sharper  decline  in 
the  recession  of  1969-70  than  appeared  in  the 
earlier  figures,  and  in  January  1972  revised 
GNP  measures  for  1971  showed  a  slower  recov¬ 
ery  from  the  recession  than  initially  depicted. 

In  recognition  that  the  DIP  recommendations 
affect  a  wide-ranging  group  of  Federal  eco¬ 
nomic  statistics  which  go  far  beyond  problems 
apparent  only  from  revision  to  weaknesses  inher¬ 
ent  in  the  GNP  data  base  irrespective  or  revi¬ 
sions,  and  that  economic  conditions  had 
changed  since  the  project  was  initiated,  it  was 
thought  helpful  as  part  of  the  review  and  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  report  recommendations  to 
obtain  a  more  current  view  of  the  perceptions  of 
GNP  data  by  major  users.  In  addition,  while 
Federal  Government  use  of  the  national  ac¬ 
counts  in  developing  macroeconomic  fiscal, 
monetary,  and  wage-price  policies  aimed  at 
fostering  growth  in  employment  and  dampen¬ 
ing  inflation  has  a  long  history,  much  less  is 
known  of  the  private  sector  use  of  GNP  data. 

Therefore,  the  writer  met  with  key  persons  in 
the  Council  of  Economic  Advisers,  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Board,  Department  of  the  Treasury, 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability,  House 
Budget  Committee,  four  national  industrial 
firms,  and  a  large  commercial  bank  to  discuss 
the  uses  of  GNP  data.  Although  this  is  a  very 
small  and  select  sample  that  is  not  representa¬ 
tive  of  all  users,  there  were  five  recurring 
themes  in  the  responses  that  are  of  interest. 


1.  There  is  a  basically  different  application  of 
GNP  data  between  Federal  Government  users 
concerned  with  macroeconomic  policymaking 
and  private  users  concerned  with  company  sales 
and  profits.  In  its  responsibility  for  the  overall 
management  of  the  economy,  the  Government 
focus  on  the  national  accounts  is  for  monitoring 
and  designing  fiscal,  monetary,  and  wage-price 
policies.  The  emphasis  is  on  actively  guiding  the 
composition  and  course  of  economic  activity  for 
its  effect  on  employment  and  inflation. 

By  contrast,  private  sector  users  relate  the 
economy-wide  outlook  as  a  given  to  their  own 
plans  for  company  investments,  marketing  pro¬ 
grams,  etc.  Their  concern  is  that  projections  of 
such  series  as  department  store  sales,  auto  pro¬ 
duction,  housing  starts,  and  machine  tool  orders 
to  which  they  link  the  outlook  for  their  own 
company  markets  are  consistent  with  the  pat¬ 
terns  for  the  GNP  components  of  personal  con¬ 
sumption  expenditures,  residential  construction 
and  fixed  investment.  To  characterize  the  dis¬ 
tinction,  the  Government  has  a  direct  interest  in 
influencing  the  performance  of  the  economy  as 
reflected  in  the  national  accounts,  while  the 
firm  uses  the  accounts  for  developing  the  most 
probable  projection  of  the  economic  environ¬ 
ment  in  shaping  company  activities. 

2.  The  major  commercial  econometric  fore¬ 
casting  models  are  widely  used  in  the  Adminis¬ 
tration,  Congress,  and  large  companies.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  econometric  models  maintained  by  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board  (referred  to  as  the  MIT- 
Penn-SSRC  Model)  and  by  the  Bureau  of  Eco¬ 
nomic  Analysis  are  used  by  the  Administration. 
These  models  incorporate  the  national  accounts  as 
a  basic  framework  of  tbe  projections  of  economic 
activity.  Government  and  private  users  treat  the 
various  forecasts  as  a  guide,  sometimes  accepting 
the  outlook  of  a  particular  one  and  other  times 
adjusting  the  expected  trends  based  on  rerunning 
the  model  simulations  with  different  policy  as¬ 
sumptions  as  well  as  by  their  own  indejDendent 
analyses.  Although  the  organizations  that  produce 
the  models  are  the  initial  “users”  of  the  GNP  data, 
their  clients  in  key  decisionmaking  roles  in  the 
private  and  public  sectors  are  the  ultimate  users  of 
the  data. 

3.  There  is  considerable  interest  in  selected 
underlying  data  used  in  tbe  GNP  in  their  own 
right.  Improvements  to  such  data  as  retail  sales, 
plant  and  equipment  investment,  inventories. 
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wages  and  prices  would  enhance  their  use  in 
specialized  analyses  of  demand  and  inflationary 
pressures  for  individual  sectors  of  the  economy 
as  well  as  for  the  economy-wide  analyses  in  the 
GNP  framework.  Companies  have  an  additional 
interest  in  product  detail  in  physical  units  which 
is  a  much  finer  breakdown  than  the  dollar  val¬ 
ues  used  in  the  national  accounts.* 

4.  Because  of  the  intense  and  persistent  infla¬ 
tion,  the  overriding  attention  for  economic 
forecasting  is  on  the  trends  in  GNP  in  constant 
dollars.  Thus,  improvements  to  price  measures 
used  to  deflate  current-dollar  GNP  take  on 
added  importance. 

5.  There  is  continued  concern  over  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  revisions  to  the  GNP  estimates  that 
could  be  significant  for  economic  policy.  This 
concern  was  particularly  evident  on  the  part  of 
government  users  who  recalled  the  major  revi¬ 
sion  in  inventories  in  1974  that  occurred  after 
the  DIP  study  was  underway. 

II.  The  Implementation  Process 

There  are  several  stages  to  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  the  DIP  recommendations.  The  first  oc¬ 
curred  while  the  study  was  progress.  In  1978,  a 
formal  program  was  instituted  to  oversee  the 
process  on  a  Government-wide  basis  over  the 
next  several  years. 

IMPLEMENTATION  DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  THE 
STUDY 

In  response  to  the  preliminary  identification 
of  data  weaknesses  and  accompanying  remedial 
measures  submitted  for  comment  to  the  statisti¬ 
cal  agencies,  the  Census  Bureau  found  it  par¬ 
ticularly  timely  to  pursue  the  initial  DIP  rec¬ 
ommendations  in  planning  for  the  quinquenial 
1977  Economic  Censuses.  The  economic  cen¬ 
suses  are  used  in  preparation  of  the  5-year 
benchmark  input-output  tables.  Because  the 
recommendations  called  for  a  considerable  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  itemized  detail  on  industry  ex¬ 
penditures  and  sales  and  for  broadening  the 
scope  of  the  economic  censuses  to  include  some 
previously  uncovered  industries,  the  Census 
Bureau  conducted  a  major  survey  of  companies 
to  determine  if  the  firms  maintained  adequate 
records  for  reporting  the  information.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  this  recordkeeping  practices  survey  in¬ 
dicated  that  it  was  feasible  for  companies  to  re¬ 
port  selected  additional  data  identified  in  the 


preliminary  DIP  recommendations,  and  was  the 
basis  for  expanding  the  1977  Economic  Cen¬ 
suses  to  include  considerably  more  detail  on  in¬ 
dustry  operations.  The  DIP  recommendations 
to  broaden  the  scope  of  the  censuses  to  cover 
nonprofit  organizations  and  all  for-profit  serv¬ 
ice  industries  was  also  followed  in  the  1977  Eco¬ 
nomic  Censuses. 

The  other  recommendations  implemented 
while  the  study  was  in  progress  most  notably  in¬ 
volved  Department  of  Agriculture  data  on  the 
quarterly  farm  income  estimates.  These  were 
the  development  on  an  experimental  basis  of 
timely  monthly  data  on  crop  receipts  and  re¬ 
fined  quarterly  data  on  crop  inventories  stored 
in  off-farm  facilities — both  have  since  been 
made  a  permanent  part  of  the  data  collection 
program.  In  addition,  a  new  procedure  was  in¬ 
troduced  that  allows  revisions  to  the  quarterly 
farm  income  figures  for  the  planting  and 
growing  seasons  to  be  made  more  flexibly  as  in¬ 
formation  on  actual  fall  and  winter  harvests  be¬ 
comes  available  later  in  the  year. 

COMPREHENSIVE  REVIEW  AND  IMPLEMENTATION 
PLANS 

The  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and 
Standards  (OFSPS)  conducted  a  Government¬ 
wide  review  of  the  DIP  recommendations  in 
1978.  Each  recommendation  with  the  proposed 
year  for  implementation  was  sent  to  the  appro¬ 
priate  agency  with  a  request  for  developing  an 
overall  plan  for  implementation,  as  well  as  to 
identify  possible  technical  problems  and  the 
need  for  modifications  and  rescheduling  the 
improvements  to  fit  into  other  agency  priorities. 
The  results  of  this  review  provide  a  guide  to 
OFSPS  in  overseeing  the  implementation  in  the 
years  ahead  both  for  those  recommendations 
that  require  additional  funding  and  those  that 
can  be  accommodated  within  existing  agency  re¬ 
sources. 

Recommendations  for  selected  agencies  that 
require  additional  funding  for  FY  1980  were 
then  evaluated  by  the  interagency  Subt^ommit- 
tee  on  Economic  Statistics  of  the  Economic  Pol¬ 
icy  Group  chaired  by  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  Economic  Advisers.  This  led  to  a  priority 
ranking  of  the  improvements  for  use  in  de¬ 
veloping  agency  budget  requests. 

The  outcome  of  this  process  was  to  set  in  mo¬ 
tion  improvements  that  could  be  implemented 
within  existing  resources  in  1978  and  1979,  the 
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preparation  of  the  FY  1980  and  FY  1981  budg¬ 
ets,  and  a  blueprint  for  following  through  on 
the  recommendations  in  later  years. 

IMPROVEMENTS  WITHIN  EXISTING  RESOURCES: 

1978  AND  1979 

In  its  responsibility  for  constructing  the  na¬ 
tional  accounts,  the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analy¬ 
sis  (BEA)  in  1978  began  publishing  the  es¬ 
timating  judgments  it  makes  for  key  source  data 
in  the  preliminary  quarterly  GNP  estimates 
prepared  15  days  after  the  reference  quarter.  In 
1979,  BEA  plans  to  extend  the  monthly  per¬ 
sonal  income  estimates  to  include  monthly  esti¬ 
mates  of  personal  taxes,  consumption  expendi¬ 
tures,  and  saving.  (In  1977,  a  second  revised 
quarterly  GNP  estimate  prepared  75  days  after 
the  reference  quarter  was  introduced,  and  work 
began  on  the  development  of  a  comprehensive 
handbook  describing  the  methodology  and  data 
sources  employed  in  preparing  the  national 
accounts.) 

The  Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board  in  1978 
began  providing  quarterly  data  on  income  and 
expenses  of  savings  and  loan  associations  for  use 
in  the  quarterly  estimates  of  corporate  profits. 

The  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  began 
in  1978  the  quarterly  collection  of  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  purchases  of  goods  and  services  by 
4-digit  Standard  Industrial  Classification  codes 
for  use  in  the  quarterly  estimates  of  Federal 
Government  purchases  and  in  the  5-year  and 
annual  input-output  tables. 

The  Department  of  Defense  (DOD)  in  1979 
plans  to  provide  data  on  foreign  military  sales  to 
distinguish  exports  shipped  at  Government  ex¬ 
pense  as  distinguished  from  those  shipped  at 
the  expense  of  the  foreign  government,  and  de¬ 
fense  purchases  from  foreign  suppliers  of  goods 
that  are  imported  into  the  United  States  distin¬ 
guished  from  goods  and  services  purchased 
abroad  that  remain  abroad,  for  use  in  the 
quarterly  estimates  of  net  exports.  Also  in  1979, 
DOD  will  provide  more  timely  data  on  defense 
contract  progress  payments  for  use  in  the 
quarterly  estimates  of  Federal  Government 
purchases. 

The  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare  (HEW)  in  1979  will  provide  quarterly 
data  on  premiums,  benefit  payments  and  op¬ 
erating  expenses  of  health  insurance  carriers 
for  use  in  the  quarterly  estimates  of  personal 
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consumption  expenditures.  Also  in  1979,  HEW 
will  include  the  collection  on  an  experimental 
basis  of  quarterly  data  on  self-employment  and 
rental  income  in  its  testing  of  the  prospective 
Survey  of  Income  and  Program  Participation 
for  use  in  the  quarterly  estimates  of  proprietor’s 
income  and  rental  income  of  persons. 

ADDITIONAL  RESOURCES:  FY  1980  BUDGET 

The  major  items  in  the  FY  1980  Budget  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Congress  include  a  wide-ranging 
group  of  improvements  to  the  Census  Bureau 
economic  program  data;  a  number  of  projects 
for  strengthening  the  sampling  and  reporting  of 
monthly  data  on  trade  sales  and  inventories  and 
service  receipts;  tabulating  annual  retail  and 
wholesale  trade  surveys  by  May  31  following  the 
reference  year;  collecting  annual  data  on  in¬ 
dustry  costs  in  trade  and  services;  direct  meas¬ 
urement  of  monthly  single-family  residential 
construction;  tabulations  of  specialization  and 
coverage  ratios  of  industry-product  shipments 
in  the  annual  survey  of  manufactures;  and  a 
quarterly  survey  of  State  and  local  government 
expenditures  and  nontax  revenues.  These 
would  provide  more  reliable  quarterly  measures 
of  the  GNP  for  personal  consumption  expend¬ 
itures,  new  construction,  inventory  change,  and 
State  and  local  governments;  and  for  the  annual 
estimates,  they  would  strengthen  the  measures 
of  GNP  by  industry,  summary  input-output  ta¬ 
bles,  and  revised  figures  on  business  fixed  in¬ 
vestment  and  inventory  change. 

The  FY  1980  budget  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  includes  a  reallocation  of  resources 
within  existing  programs  to  expand  the  cover¬ 
age  of  the  new  price  measurement  programs  to 
develop  indexes  of  producer  prices  by  industry 
and  of  export  and  import  commodity  prices. 
These  data  will  be  used  in  developing  the  con- 
stant-dollar  GNP  estimates. 

Funding  for  the  above  proposals  in  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  FY  1980  budget  will  of  course  depend  on 
Congressional  review  and  appropriations. 

FOLLOW-UP  ACTIVITIES  IN  1979 

Initial  planning  for  the  FY  1981  budget  (to  be 
submitted  to  Congress  in  January  1980)  begins 
this  spring.  The  OFSPS  is  working  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  agencies  in  identifying  high  priority  DIP 
recommendations  to  be  included  in  the  budget 

Statistical  Reporter 


i 


planning  process:  Bureau  of  the  Census; 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis;  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics;  Economics,  Statistics,  and  Coopera¬ 
tives  Service;  Federal  Trade  Commission;  and 
Internal  Revenue  Service.  Work  will  also  con¬ 
tinue  this  year  on  overseeing  implementation  of 


the  recommendations  that  do  not  require  addi¬ 
tional  resources  and  on  monitoring  the  progress 
of  ongoing  implementation  efforts.  In  addition, 
this  process  includes  the  need  to  prevent  deterio¬ 
ration  in  the  quality  of  existing  data  sources  used 
in  the  GNP  estimates. 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


GLOSSARY  OF  NONSAMPLING  ERROR  TERMS 

I'he  Subcommittee  on  Nonsampling  Errors  of 
tlie  Federal  Committee  on  Statistical  Methodol¬ 
ogy  prepared  a  report  published  as  Statistical 
Policy  Working  Paper  4,  Glossary  of  Nonsampling 
Error  Terms:  An  Illustration  of  a  Semantic  Problem 
in  Statistics  by  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical 
Policy  and  Standards  (OFSPS). 

This  paper  was  prepared  by  a  Glossary  Task 
Force  comprised  of  Richard  E.  Deighton  and 
James  R.  Poland  of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service,  Joel 
R.  Stubbs,  Internal  Revenue  Service  and  Robert 
D.  Tortora,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
The  Subcommittee  was  chaired  by  Monroe  G. 
Sirken,  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics. 
The  members  of  the  full  Subcommittee  are 
listed  at  the  end  of  this  note. 

The  Subcommittee  decided  to  prepare  this 
glossary  not  as  an  exhaustive  list  of  definitions 
of  terms  related  to  nonsampling  errors,  but 
rather  to  demonstrate  the  semantic  problem, 
that  certain  terms  may  be  used  with  different 
meanings,  creating  problems  of  communication 
among  statisticians. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  glossary  will  enhance  our 
awareness  of  the  use  of  the  same  term  for  dif¬ 
ferent  concepts.  The  definitions  included  are 
taken  mostly  from  published  literature.  This 
glossary  is  not  intended  to  be  used  as  a  diction¬ 
ary  for  nonsampling  error  terms.  The  authors 
did  not  conduct  an  exhaustive  search  of  the  lit¬ 
erature,  nor  did  they  attempt  to  select  or  specif  y 
a  preferred  definition  for  any  term. 

A  limited  number  of  free  copies  are  available 
from  OFSPS.  Requests  for  copies  should  be 
made  in  writing  to  the  following  address:  Of  fice 
of  Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards,  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.C. 
20230. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SUBCOMMITTEE  ON 
NONSAMPLING  ERROR 

JANUARY  1976-DECEMBER  1977 

*  Monroe  Sirken  (Chair) 

National  Center  for  Health  Statistics 

*  Barbara  Bailar 
Bureau  of  the  Census 

Camilla  Brooks 
Bureau  of  the  Census 

*John  Cremeans 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 

Tore  Dalenius  (Consultant) 

Brown  University  and 
Stockholm  University 

Richard  Deighton 
U.S.  Postal  Service 

James  Duffet 
U.S.  Postal  Service 

*  Maria  Gonzalez  (ex  of  f  icio) 

Office  of  Federal  Statistical 

Policy  Standards 

Tom  Herzog 

Social  Security  Administration 

Alexander  Korns 

Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 

Lillian  Madow 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

D.  H.  McElhone 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Ron  Poland 
U.S.  Postal  Service 

Morton  Raff 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Jack  Scharff 

Health  Care  Financing  Administration 

Frederick  Scheuren 

Social  Security  Administration 

Otto  Schwartz 
Internal  Revenue  Service 
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Gary  Shapiro 
Bureau  of  the  Census 

Joel  Stubbs 

Internal  Revenue  Service 
Robert  Tortora 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Rolf  Wulfsberg 

National  Center  for  Education 
Statistics 

*  Member,  Federal  Committee  on  Statistical 
Methodology 

(Maria  E.  Gonzalez,  office  of  federal 

STATISTICAL  POLICY  AND  STANDARDS,  DEPART¬ 
MENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  673-7953.) 

INTERAGENCY  SEMINARS  ON 
DISCLOSURE  AVOIDANCE 

During  each  of  four  consecutive  weeks  in 
October  and  November  1978,  the  Office  of 
Federal  Statistical  Policy  and  Standards 
(OFSPS),  Department  of  Commerce,  sponsored 
a  half-day  seminar  on  the  topic  of  statistical 
disclosure-avoidance.  These  seminars  were  an 
outgrowth  of  the  Statistical  Policy  Working  Paper 
2:  Report  on  Statistical  Disclosure  and  Disclosure- 
Avoidance  Techniques^  prepared  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  OFSPS  and  published  earlier  this  year. 
The  seminars  were  attended  by  approximately 
50  individuals  representing  over  35  agencies 
and  offices.  Maria  Gonzalez  (OFSPS)  was  the 
seminar  coordinator. 

The  first  seminar,  organized  by  Robert 
Mugge  (NCHS),  included  introductions  to  the 
seminar  series,  the  subject  topic,  and  the 
Working  Paper  2,  from  which  background 
readings  for  future  seminars  would  be  assigned. 

The  following  are  the  three  principal  motiva¬ 
tions  for  the  seminar  series  as  introduced  by 
Maria  Gonzalez. 

1.  To  dis.seminate  the  subject  information  in  a 
unified  manner,  going  into  greater  depth 
than  the  Working  Paper  2. 

2.  To  do  so  with  the  benefit  of  informative 
feed-back,  give-and-take  and  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  new,  supplemental  and  first-hand 
information  from  the  seminar  attendees. 


'  For  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  DC  20402.  Stock  No. 
003-005-00177-8.  Price  $2.40. 


The  attendees  were  also  encouraged  to 
share  this  information  with  colleagues  at 
their  individual  agencies. 

3.  To  focus  attention  on  disclosure-avoidance 
issues  in  light  of  developing  rational  disclo¬ 
sure  policies  and  practices  within  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government. 

The  speakers  in  the  first  seminar  were  Robert 
Mugge,  George  Hall  (OFSPS),  John  Michael 
(NCES),  Lois  Alexander  (SSA),  and  Thomas 
Jabine  (SSA).  This  seminar  focused  on  the  topic 
of  defining  statistical  disclosure  in  both  a  legal 
and  a  statistical  sense. 

The  second  seminar,  organized  by  Lawrence 
Cox  (Census),  was  on  the  topic  of  disclosure  in 
tabulations.  Tbe  speakers  were  Lawrence  Cox, 
Richard  Bell  (SSA),  and  William  Long  (FTC). 
Technical  aspects  of  designing  and  implement¬ 
ing  disclosure-avoidance  techniques  were  pre¬ 
sented  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  major 
problems  confronting  an  agency  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  rational  disclosure-avoidance 
policies  and  practices  and  their  interrelation¬ 
ships. 

William  Long  discussed  related  legal  and  pol¬ 
icy  issues.  This  discussion  was  particularly 
timely  as  an  appellate  decision  on  a  disclosure 
related  lawsuit  brought  againt  FTC  by  certain  of 
its  respondents  over  the  issue  of  their  obligation 
to  provide  certain  confidential  data  vis  a  vis 
FTC’s  ability  to  preserve  their  confidentiality 
was  then  currently  pending.  This  case  was  de¬ 
cided  in  favor  of  FTC  the  following  week. 

The  third  seminar,  organized  by  John 
Michael,  was  on  the  que.stion  of  balance  in  dis¬ 
closure-avoidance  and  the  impact  of  disclos¬ 
ure-avoidance  techniques.  The  speakers  were 
John  Michael  and  Joseph  Duncan  (OFSPS),  and 
included  many  comments  and  input  from  sev¬ 
eral  attendees.  This  seminar  included  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  policy  implications  of  the  question  of 
balance  by  Joseph  Duncan,  Director  of  OFSPS. 
An  “agency  round-up”  of  disclosure-avoidance 
techniques  was  most  lively  and  informative  in 
focusing  various  Federal  disclosure-avoidance 
policies  and  practices  which  were  discussed  by 
this  broad  interagency  audience. 

The  final  seminar,  organized  by  Paul  Zeisset 
(Census),  was  on  the  topic  of  disclosure  in  mi¬ 
crodata.  The  speakers  were  Paul  Zeisset,  Cyn¬ 
thia  Clark  (Census),  Tore  Dalenius  (Brown  Uni- 
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versity),  Lois  Alexander,  Robert  Mugge,  and 
Beverley  Causey  (Census).  A  variety  of  dis¬ 
closure-avoidance  techniques  in  microdata  re¬ 
lease  were  discussed,  including  restricted  use, 
collapse  of  definitional  categories,  innoculating 
the  data  with  (random)  noise,  and  data  swap¬ 
ping.  This  latter  topic  was  introduced  by  Tore 
Dalenius.  In  addition,  Lois  Alexander  discussed 
some  of  the  legal  and  policy  issues  associated 
with  the  “statistical  enclave”  concept. 

The  seminars  concluded  with  a  general  semi¬ 
nar  wrap-up  and  discussion  of  future  directions 
chaired  by  Maria  Gonzalez. 

The  seminars  attempted  to  articulate  the  im¬ 
portant  policy  ramifications  of  practices  of 
disclosure-avoidance.  The  seminar  organizers 
hope  these  issues  will  be  brought  back  to  the 
agencies  by  the  attendees  in  a  form  suitable  for 
input  to  shape  and  frame  disclosure  policies  for 
the  various  agencies.  OFSPS  maintains  a  con¬ 
tinuing  interest  in  disclosure-avoidance  prac¬ 
tices  and  their  policy  implications. 

(Prepared  by  Lawrence  Cox,  bureau  of  the 
CENSUS,  telephone  (301)  763-7335,  and  Maria 
Gonzalez,  office  of  federal  statistical  pol¬ 
icy  and  Standards,  telephone  (202)  673-7953.) 

MIGRATION  OF  THE  POOR 

A  reversal  of  the  historical  outmigration  of 
the  poor  from  the  South  is  analyzed  in  a  new 
study  entitled  Interregional  Migration  of  the  Poor: 
Some  Recent  Changes.  In  1975-76  and  in  1975-77, 
the  number  of  low-income  persons  moving  to 
the  South  exceeded  the  number  leaving, 
thereby  giving  the  South  a  net  inmigration  of 
persons  below  the  poverty  level.  The  Northeast 
and  North  Central  regions  were  found  to  have 
net  outmigration  of  the  poor,  and  the  West 
continued  to  gain  more  of  the  poor  than  it  lost. 

A  background  to  these  findings  is  provided  in 
an  examination  of  the  South’s  net  migration 
from  1880  to  1975.  Outmigration  from  the  re¬ 
gion  accelerated  around  the  time  of  the  two 
world  wars  of  this  century,  reaching  a  peak  in 
the  1940-50  decade.  The  region  as  a  whole 
shifted  to  net  inmigration  in  the  1960’s,  and  the 
accelerating  inmigration  in  the  1970’s  has  ex¬ 
panded  to  encompass  more  population  groups, 
including  Blacks  and  now  low-income  persons. 

The  change  in  migration  of  the  poor  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  result  of  increased  return  mi- 
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gration.  Instead,  the  change  appears  to  reflect 
more  low-income  southerners  staying  in  the 
South  and  finding  jobs  that  facilitate  the  transi¬ 
tion  out  of  poverty.  The  number  of  low-income 
persons  moving  to  the  South  is  about  the  same 
now  as  in  the  1960’s,  but  the  number  leaving  the 
region  has  fallen. 

Stronger  gains  in  per  capita  income  and  re¬ 
ductions  in  poverty  have  been  registered  by  the 
South  than  by  the  other  major  regions  in  the 
1970’s.  According  to  calculations  prepared  by 
the  author,  these  changes,  if  continued,  would 
eliminate  the  South-nonsouth  gap  in  per  capita 
income  and  the  incidence  of  poverty  by  1988  or 
1989. 

Copies  of  the  study.  Interregional  Migration  of 
the  Poor:  Some  Recent  Changes,  Current  Population 
Reports,  Series  P-23,  No.  73  (29  pages,  $1.40) 
may  be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (Larry  H.  Long, 

BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-5846.) 

PERSONS  OF  SPANISH  ORIGIN 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 
MARCH  1977  AND  MARCH  1978 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  pub¬ 
lished  two  reports  on  the  Spanish  origin  popu¬ 
lation.  One  of  the  reports  “Persons  of  Spanish 
Origin  in  the  United  States:  March  1977,”  pre¬ 
sents  data  on  the  Spanish  origin  population  for 
such  characteristics  as  age,  sex,  marital  status, 
educational  attainment,  employment  status,  in¬ 
come,  and  poverty  status.  Information  in  this 
report  is  based  on  data  collected  in  the  March 

1977  Current  Population  Survey  (CPS).  The  re¬ 
port  includes  a  brief  analytical  text,  12  text  ta¬ 
bles,  8  charts,  and  32  detailed  tables.  Compar¬ 
ability  of  selected  data  on  the  Spanish  origin 
population  between  the  March  1977  CPS  and 
the  1970  census  is  also  included. 

Also  released  was  a  report  entitled  “Persons 
of  Spanish  Origin  in  the  United  States:  March 

1978  (Advance  Report)”  which  presents  social 
and  economic  characteristics  for  persons  of 
Spanish  origin  in  the  United  States  based  on 
data  collected  in  the  March  1978  CPS.  Selected 
information  from  this  report  shows  that: 

•  In  March  1978,  about  12  million  persons 
identified  themselves  as  of  Spanish  origin 
with  7.2  million  of  Mexican  origin,  1.8  mil- 
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lion  of  Puerto  Rican  origin,  0.7  million  of 
Cuban  origin,  and  about  2.4  million  of  other 
Spanish  origin. 

•  The  Spanish  origin  population  included  a 
substantially  larger  proportion  of  young 
persons  than  did  the  population  not  of 
Spanish  origin;  about  42  percent  of  all  per¬ 
sons  of  Spanish  origin  were  under  18  years 
old,  compared  with  only  29  percent  of  per¬ 
sons  not  of  Spanish  origin. 

•  Most  families  of  Spanish  origin  lived  in  met¬ 
ropolitan  areas.  In  March  1978,  85  percent 
of  all  Spanish  origin  families  resided  in  met¬ 
ropolitan  areas,  as  compared  with  65  per¬ 
cent  of  the  families  not  of  Spanish  origin. 

•  Among  the  younger  adults  of  Spanish  ori¬ 
gin  (those  25  to  29  years  old),  57  percent 
had  completed  at  least  a  high  school  educa¬ 
tion,  as  compared  with  only  30  percent  of 
Spanish  origin  adults  45  to  64  years  old. 

•  A  smaller  proportion  of  Spanish  origin 
families  had  high  incomes  in  1977  than 
families  not  of  Spanish  origin.  Only  10  per¬ 
cent  of  Spanish  origin  families  had  incomes 
of  $25,000  or  more  compared  with  23  per¬ 
cent  of  families  not  of  Spanish  origin. 

•  About  21  percent  of  Spanish  origin  families 
had  incomes  below  the  poverty  level  in 
1977,  as  compared  with  about  9  percent  of 
families  not  of  Spanish  origin. 

This  advance  report  includes  a  brief  analytical 
text  along  with  3  charts  and  10  tables. 

Copies  of  the  reports,  “Persons  of  Spanish 
Origin  in  the  United  States:  March  1977,”  Cur¬ 
rent  Population  Reports,  Series  P-20,  No.  329  (68 
pp.,  $2.50)  and  “Persons  of  Spanish  Origin  in 
the  United  States:  March  1978  (Advance  Re¬ 
port),”  Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-20, 
No.  328  (10  pages,  900)  may  be  purchased  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Edward  Fernandez,  bureau  of  the 

CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone 

(301)  763-5219.) 

WORLD  POPULATION,  1977 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  pub¬ 
lished  a  detailed  report  which  includes  demo¬ 
graphic  estimates  for  all  the  countries  and  re¬ 
gions  of  the  world.  Annotated  data  for  each 
country  include  total  population  and  rate  of 


growth  for  each  year,  1950  to  1977,  “bench¬ 
mark  data”  on  crude  birth  and  death  rates, 
growth  rate,  life  expectancy,  infant  mortality 
rate,  and  other  selected  measures,  as  well  as  a 
listing  of  all  population  censuses  taken  since 
1950.  “Projected  estimates”  of  birth  and  death 
rates  for  1976  are  also  given. 

Total  population  estimates,  and  “projected 
estimates”  of  birth  rates,  death  rates,  and 
growth  rates,  are  aggregated  to  the  continent 
level,  to  “more  developed”  and  “less  developed” 
categories,  and  to  world  totals. 

The  report  shows  a  world  population  of  4.26 
billion  in  1977,  69  percent  larger  than  the 
population  of  2.53  billion  in  1950.  World  birth 
and  death  rates  for  1976  are  estimated  at  29-33 
per  1,000  and  12-13  per  1,000,  respectively. 
Among  the  continents,  growth  rates  for  1976 
range  from  about  2.8  percent  in  Africa  to  0.6 
percent  in  Europe  including  the  Soviet  Union. 
Aggregate  growth  rates  are  shown  to  have  de¬ 
clined  in  recent  years  in  all  the  continents  ex¬ 
cept  Africa. 

Copies  of  the  report.  World  Population  1977- 
Recent  Demographic  Estimates  for  the  Countries  and 
Regions  of  the  World,  ISP-WP-77  (449  pp.)  may 
be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20402  or  from  Department 
of  Commerce  District  Offices.  (Ellen  Jamison, 

BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-2870.) 

GEOGRAPHICAL  MOBILITY: 

MARCH  1975  TO  MARCH  1978 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  recently  released  a 
report  entitled,  “Geographical  Mobility:  March 
1975  to  March  1978.”  This  report  includes  data 
on  residential  mobility  by  age,  sex,  race,  family 
status,  occupation,  income,  poverty  status,  re¬ 
ceipt  of  public  assistance,  metropolitan-non¬ 
metropolitan  residence,  and  region  of  resi¬ 
dence.  The  data  are  from  the  March  1978  Cur¬ 
rent  Population  Survey  (CPS). 

According  to  the  report,  34.2  percent  of  the 
population  3  years  old  and  older  living  in  the 
United  States  moved  between  March  1975  and 
March  1978,  63.4  percent  of  the  persons  25  to 
29  years  old  at  the  end  of  that  period  and  59.0 
percent  of  those  20  to  24  had  changed  resi¬ 
dence.  Young  children  also  have  high  mobility 
rates  reflecting  the  high  mobility  of  their  young 
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parents  (53.4  percent  of  children  3  and  4  years 
of  age  and  4 1.4  percent  of  those  5  to  9  years  old 
in  1978  had  moved  in  the  3-year  period).  At  the 
other  end  of  the  age  spectrum,  only  a  small  per¬ 
centage  of  persons  over  55  had  changes  of  resi¬ 
dence  in  the  3-year  period  despite  the  relatively 
large  numbers  of  retired  persons  moving  to  the 
“Sunbelt”  areas.  Fewer  than  20  percent  of  per¬ 
sons  55  years  old  and  over  in  1978  had  moved: 
16.6  percent  of  those  55  to  64  years  old,  14.6 
percent  of  those  65  to  74  years  old,  and  only 
11.8  percent  of  those  75  years  old  and  over. 
Persons  in  their  forties  and  their  teenage  chil¬ 
dren  have  mobility  rates  intermediate  between 
the  extremes  of  the  young  adults  and  the  older 
citizens. 

The  report  also  shows  that  for  the  United 
States  as  a  whole  and  regionally,  internal  mi¬ 
gration  continues  to  shift  population  out  of  the 
northern  States  and  into  the  South  and  West. 
From  1975  to  1978,  there  was  a  continuation  of 
other  major  migration  patterns  of  the  past  5  to 
10  years,  with  more  persons  moving  out  of  met¬ 
ropolitan  areas  than  into  them,  and  central 
cities  of  the  metropolitan  areas  continuing,  on 
the  whole,  to  have  net  outmigration. 

Copies  of  this  report,  “Cieographical  Mobility: 
March  1975  to  March  1978,”  Current  Population 
Reports,  Series  P-20,  No.  331  (124  pages,  $3.00) 
may  be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (Kristin  A.  Hansen 
OR  Celia  G.  Boertlein,  bureau  of  the  census, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  co.MMERCE,  telephone  (301) 
763-5255.) 

TRAVEL-TO-WORK  SURVEY  DATA 
ON  COMPUTER  TAPE 

Data  on  the  commuting  patterns  in  21  met¬ 
ropolitan  areas  are  being  released  in  two  forms 
on  computer  tape  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
The  data  are  from  the  Travel-to-Work  Supple¬ 
ment  to  the  1975-76  Annual  Housing  Survey. 
The  supplement  is  sponsored  by  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation  and  was  conducted 
in  the  following  21  standard  metropolitan 
statistical  areas  (SMSA’s)  in  1975-76: 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio-Ky-Ind. 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

Columbus,  Ohio 

192 


Hartford,  Conn. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.-Kans. 

Madison,  Wis. 

Miami,  Fla. 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Newport  News-Hampton,  Va. 

Paterson-Clifton-Passaic,  N.J. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. -N.J. 

Portland,  Oreg.-Wash. 

Rochester,  N.Y. 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

San  Bernardino-Riverside-Ontario,  Calif. 

San  Diego,  Calif. 

San  Francisco-Oakland,  Calif. 

Springfield-Chico pee- Holyoke,  Mass. -Conn. 

One  of  the  tape  products  that  is  available  is  a 
summary  tape  of  census  tract-to-census  tract 
commuter  flows  for  each  SMSA.  Each  tract-of- 
residence  by  tract-of-wor k  flow  is  cross- 
classified  by  means  of  transportation  (drive 
alone,  carpool,  public  transportation,  and  other 
means)  by  departure  time  (9  categories).  The 
sample  size  in  each  metropolitan  area  is  too 
small  to  provide  reliable  estimates  of  most  indi¬ 
vidual  tract-to-tract  flows,  particularly  when 
cross-classified  by  means  of  transportation  and 
departure  time.  However,  the  data  are  being 
provided  at  this  detailed  level  to  allow  the  user 
maximum  flexibility  in  agrgregating  the  data 
into  tract  groupings  which  are  more  meaningful 
for  the  study  of  commuting  patterns  than  are 
individual  tracts. 

The  data  for  all  2 1  SMSA’s  can  be  obtained  on 
a  single  reel  of  tape  at  1600  bpi  or  two  reels  at 
800  bpi.  The  cost  of  the  data  on  tape  is  $80  per 
reel. 

Also  available  from  the  Travel-to-Work  Sup¬ 
plement  are  microdata  tapes  providing  records 
for  unidentified  individuals  in  geographical 
aggregates  with  a  resident  population  of  at  least 
250,000.  Information  on  the  tapes  includes  such 
subjects  as  place  of  residence,  place  of  work, 
carpooling  and  carpool  occupancy,  travel  time 
to  work,  distance  to  work,  time  of  departure  for 
work,  and  other  transportation-related  items 
from  the  Travel-to-Work  Supplement.  Selected 
demographic  and  household  characteristics 
from  the  Annual  Housing  Survey  available  on 
the  microdata  tapes  include  such  subjects  as  age, 
sex,  race,  household  relationship,  marital  status, 
income,  number  of  workers  in  the  household. 
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type  of  living  quarters,  and  number  of  autos  or 
trucks  available. 

The  microdata  files  for  the  21  SMSA’s  are 
available  on  two  reels  of  magnetic  tape  at  1600 
bpi,  or  4  reels  at  800  bpi.  The  cost  of  the  data 
on  tape  is  $80  per  reel. 

For  further  information  concerning  these 
data,  contact  the  Journey-to-Work  Statistics 
Staff,  Population  Division,  Bureau  of  the  Cen¬ 
sus,  Washington,  D.C.  20233.  To  place  an  order 
for  either  of  the  tape  products,  contact  the 
Customer  Services  Branch,  Data  User  Services 
Division,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington, 
D.C.  20233.  (Phillip  A.  Salopek,  bureau  of 

CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone 

(.301)  763-5226.) 

SELECTbD  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  PERSONS 
IN  FIELDS  OF  SCIENCE  AND  ENGINEERING:  1976 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  released  a  re¬ 
port  based  on  the  1976  National  Survey  of  Nat¬ 
ural  and  Social  Scientists  and  Engineers,  which 
the  Bureau  conducted  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  National  Science  Foundation.  The  1976  sur¬ 
vey  is  part  of  a  longitudinal  series  that  began 
with  the  1972  Professional,  Technical,  and  Sci¬ 
entific  Manpower  Survey.  The  sample  for  the 
1972  survey  included  persons  who  w'ere  re¬ 
corded  by  the  1970  Census  of  Population  as 
being  in  the  1970  experienced  civilian  labor 
force  in  one  of  40  groups  of  scientific,  en¬ 
gineering,  or  related  occupations.  (Two  pre¬ 
viously  issued  reports  on  the  1972  survey  are 
Technical  Paper  No.  33  and  Current  Population 
Reports,  Series  P-23,  No.  45;  a  report  on  the 
1974  survey  in  the  series  is  Current  Population 
Reports,  Series  P-23,  No.  53). 

Entitled  “Selected  Characteristics  of  Persons 
in  Fields  of  Science  and  Engineering:  1976,”  the 
report  contains  selected  inventory  statistics  and 
analytical  text  on  the  demographic,  educational, 
and  career-related  characteristics  of  persons 
who  were  classified  into  one  of  17  fields  of  sci¬ 
ence  or  engineering  in  1976,  according  to 
criteria  developed  by  the  National  Science 
Foundation.  Some  of  the  topics  covered  are 
race,  residence  in  1976,  degree  levels  and  major 
field  of  study,  supplemental  training,  employ¬ 
ment  status,  occupation,  industry,  job  and  occu¬ 
pational  mobility,  involvement  in  areas  of  criti¬ 
cal  national  interest.  Federal  support,  and  basic 
annual  salary  rate. 


The  report  also  provides  an  extensive  set  of 
appendixes  describing  the  background  of  the 
1976  survey  and  presenting  selected 
supplementary  data.  Appendix  D  contains  an 
explanation  of  the  National  Science  Founda¬ 
tion’s  criteria  for  inclusion  in  a  field  of  science 
or  engineering  in  1976. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Selected  Characteristics 
of  Persons  in  Fields  of  Science  or  Engineering: 
1976,”  Current  Population  Reports,  Special 
Studies,  Series  P-23,  No.  76  (61  pp.,  $2.40)  may 
be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20402.  (Anita  Chiera, 

BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-2825.) 

STATE  SUPPLEMENTATION  PROGRAMS  UNDER  SSI 

The  Social  Security  Administration’s  Office  of 
Research  and  Statistics  has  released  its  second 
report  on  The  Supplemental  Security  Income  Pro¬ 
gram  for  the  Aged,  Blind,  and  Disabled:  Selected 
Characteristics  of  State  Supplementation  Programs, 
as  of  October  1977. 

The  Federal  supplemental  security  income 
(SSI)  program  provides  basic  assistance  pay¬ 
ments  to  needy  aged,  blind,  and  disabled  per¬ 
sons.  The  program  is  administered  by  the  Social 
Security  Administration.  Legislation  also  pro¬ 
vides  for  supplementation  of  the  basic  Federal 
payment  by  the  States.  These  State  payments 
are  required  by  law  to  maintain  the  income 
levels  of  former  assistance  recipients  now  in  the 
Federal  program  (“mandatory”  minimum  State 
supplementation)  or  they  may  be  provided  at 
State  option  to  raise  the  payment  levels  of 
former  recipients  or  the  newly  eligible  (“op¬ 
tional”  State  supplementation).  Additional  as¬ 
sistance  for  special  and  emergency  needs  may 
be  provided  at  State  option. 

This  is  the  second  report  on  State 
supplementation  program  characteristics  to  be 
issued  since  the  SSI  program  was  initiated  in 
January  1974.  The  report  focuses  on  eligibility 
provisions  and  basic  levels  of  assistance  pay¬ 
ments  for  persons  who  receive  supplementary 
payments  as  of  October  1977. 

In  addition.  State  summary  tables  contain  in¬ 
formation  on  the  governmental  unit  responsible 
for  administering  mandatory  supplementary 
payments;  principal  reason  for  payment;  op¬ 
tional  State  supplementation  for  basic  needs 
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(recurring  monthly  expenses  for  food,  shelter, 
clothing,  utilities,  and  daily  living  necessities); 
and  optional  State  supplementation  for  special 
needs  (emergency  or  special  conditions  requir¬ 
ing  additional  assistance  not  provided  through 
monthly  SSI  or  optional  State  supplementary 
payments,  disaster  benefits,  burial  expenses, 
additional  subsidies  f  r  institutional  care,  and 
moving  expenses). 

Single  copies  of  The  Supplemental  Security  In¬ 
come  Program  for  the  Aged,  Blind,  and  Disabled: 
Selected  Characteristics  of  State  Supplementation 
Programs  as  of  October  1977  (HEW  Publication 
No.  (SSA)  79-1  1975)  are  available  from  the 
Publications  Staff.  Office  of  Research  and 
Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  Room 
1120,  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connec¬ 
ticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009 
(202)  673-5209.  (Robert  E.  Robinson,  social 

SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone 

(202)  673-5576.) 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  SSI  BENEFICIARIES 

Program  and  Demographic  Characteristics  of  Sup¬ 
plemental  Security  Beneficiaries,  December  1977  has 
been  released  by  the  Social  Security  Adminis¬ 
tration’s  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics.  The 
national  and  State  data  presented  in  this  report 
include  benefit  amounts  and  their  distribution, 
living  arrangements,  income,  as  well  as  the  age, 
sex,  and  race  of  the  beneficiary  population. 

Single  copies  of  Program  and  Demographic 
Characteristics  of  Supplemental  Security  Benefici¬ 
aries,  December  1977  (HEW  Publication  No. 
(SSA)  79-1  1977)  are  available  from  the  Publi¬ 
cations  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics, 
Social  Security  Administration,  Room  1120, 
Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut 
Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009,  (202) 
673-5209.  (Robert  E.  Robinson,  social 

SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone 

(202)  673-5576.) 

SSA  MICRODATA  FILES 

Various  statistical  data  systems  have  been  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  Social  Security  Administration. 
Its  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  recently  re¬ 
leased  a  catalog  listing  all  microdata  files  cur¬ 
rently  available  from  ORS  data  systems.  The 
publication  Research  Microdata  Files  describes  the 
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contents  and  technical  features  of  these  files 
and  tell  how  they  may  be  obtained.  The  listings 
are  grouped  by  the  particular  Division  of  the 
Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  responsible  for 
developing  the  source  Tile. 

Most  of  the  files  do  not  have  public-use  re¬ 
strictions.  Users  are  urged  to  consider  sampling 
errors  and  other  limitations  of  the  data  in  con¬ 
ducting  and  reporting  on  their  analyses,  to  cite 
the  source  of  the  data  in  their  reports,  and  to 
send  ORS  copies  of  publications  based  on  analy¬ 
sis  of  SSA  data. 

Certain  files  are  released  only  under  condi¬ 
tions  of  restricted  use.  Such  conditions  meet  the 
applicable  legal  requirements  for  privacy  and 
confidentiality.  These  requirements  are  listed  in 
agreements  signed  by  the  user  and  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  ORS. 

Single  copies  of  Research  Microdata  Files  (HEW 
Publication  No.  (SSA)  79-1 1925-S)  are  available 
from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research 
and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration, 
Room  1120,  Universal  North  Building,  1875 
Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20009,  (202)  673-5209.  (Robert  E.  Robinson, 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT 
OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone 

(202)  673-5579.) 

RECENT  NSF  REPORTS 

National  Patterns  of  Ri^D  Resources:  Funds 
Personnel  in  the  United  States,  1953-1978-79 
(NSF  78-313)  compiles  and  summarizes  infor¬ 
mation  currently  available  on  R&D  expendi¬ 
tures  and  selected  employment  characteristics  of 
scientific  and  technical  personnel  engaged  in  re¬ 
search  and  development  among  major  economic 
sectors — government,  industry,  universities  and 
colleges,  and  independent  nonprofit  institu¬ 
tions.  The  sources  of  the  data  through  1977  are 
the  various  annual  or  biennial  NSF  surveys  of 
science  and  technological  reosurces.  The  report 
also  contains  estimates  for  the  1978-79  period. 

Copies  of  the  report  are  available  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402 
for  $2.40  a  copy,  stock  number  038-000-00- 
399-2. 

Science  Resources  Studies  Highlights,  “Academic 
R&D  Expenditures  Continue  Real  Growth  Into 
1977”  (NSF  78-319)  reports  on  data  collected  in 
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NSF’s  Survey  of  Scientific  and  Engineering  Ex¬ 
penditures  at  Universities  and  Colleges,  FY 
1977.  This  summary  discusses  R&D  expendi¬ 
tures  by  source  of  support,  character  of  the 
work,  and  field  of  science.  Also  included  are  the 
20  universities  reporting  the  largest  amounts  of 
R&D  expenditures. 

Copies  of  the  Highlights  are  available  free 
from  the  Division  of  Science  Resources  Studies, 
National  Science  Foundation,  1800  G  Street, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20550. 

Detailed  Statistical  Tables  are  also  available  for: 


Research  and  Development  in  Industry,  1976. 
Funds,  1976;  Scientists  &  Engineers,  January 
1977  (NSF  78-314)  and  Human  Resources  for 
Scientific  Activities  at  Universities  and  Colleges, 
January  1978  (NSF  78-318). 

Copies  of  these  tables  are  available  gratis  from 
the  Division  of  Science  Resources  Studies,  Na¬ 
tional  Science  Foundation,  1800  G  Street,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20550.  (Charles  E.  Falk, 

DIVISION  OF  SCIENCE  RESOURCES  STUDIES, 
NATIONAL  SCIENCE  FOUNDATION,  telephone  (202) 

634-4622.) 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Economics,  Statistics,  and  Cooperatives  Service:  James  L. 
Oi.soN  has  been  named  Acting  Director  of  the  Survey  Di¬ 
vision.  During  his  22  year  career  with  ESCS  and  its  prede¬ 
cessor  agency,  Olson  has  served  in  the  field  in  South 
Dakota,  Colorado  and  Idaho  plus  in  a  number  of  positions 
in  the  Washington,  D.C.  headquarters. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND 
WELFARE 

National  Center  for  Education  Statistics:  Rot.F  M. 


WuLFSBERt;  has  been  promoted  to  Assistant  Administrator 
for  Research  and  Analysis.  He  will  continue  to  serve  as 
Director  of  the  Division  of  Postsecondary  and  Vocational 
Education  Statistics  uniti  a  permanent  successor  is  named. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

Harriett  Harper,  formerly  with  the  U.S.  Equal 
Employment  Commission,  has  Joined  the  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Bureau,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  as  Chief, 
Branch  of  Economic  Status  and  Opportunities. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR  PRINCIPAL 
FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 


April  1979 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the 
Federal  Government  are  given  below.  These  are 
target  dates  that  will  be  met  in  the  majority  of 
cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may  be  able  to  release 
data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced  by  unavoid¬ 
able  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or 
more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each 


month  covering  release  dates  for  the  following 
month.  The  indicators  are  identified  by  the  title 
of  the  releases  in  which  they  are  included;  the 
source  agency;  the  release  identification 
number  where  applicable;  and  the  Business  Con¬ 
ditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD  series 
included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  in¬ 
formation  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in 
publications  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 
Date  Subject  Data  for 


April  2 
2 

3 

4 

5 
5 

5 

5 
3 

6 

7 

10 


Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release). 

Census,  C-30  (69)  . February 

Quarterly  Financial  RejMirt  for  Manufacturing 

Corporations,  Federal  Trade  Commission  . 4  Q’  78 

Open  Market  Money  Rates  and  Bond  Prices, 

Federal  Reserve  Board  (FRB),  415 . March 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  March  28 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  (85,  102,  107, 

108)  . Week  Ending  March  28 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement 
of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  503 

(93,  94) . Week  Ending  April  4 

Mamd'acturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders, 

Census,  M4-A . Eebruary 

Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  421  (66,  113)  . February 

Producer  Price  Indexes  (Press  release).  Bureau 
of  l.alx)r  Statistics  (BLS)  (330-334)  . March 

Fhe  Employment  Situation  (Press  release),  BLS 
(1,  3,  21,  37,  40-44,  91,  340,  442, 

444-448,  461-452 . March 

Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release). 

Census,  BW . February 

Crop  Production,  Agriculture  . April  1 
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Date 


Subject 


Data  for 
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April  10  Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  Release), 

Census  (54) . March 

1 1  Supply  Demand  Estimates, 

Agriculture  . Current  Marketing  Season 

1 1  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  April  4 

1 1  Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales, 

Census  (31,  56,  71)  . February 

12  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  (formerly  H.6) 

(85,  102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  April  4 

12  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks  (FRB), 

503,  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  April  1 1 

16  Food  Assistance  Program  Results,  Agriculture . February 

16  Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year 

Mortgages,  HUD  (118) . April  1 

16  Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  414 

(47,  73-76) . March 

17  Housing  Starts  (Press  release)  Census,  C-20 

(28,  29)  . March 

18  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks, 

FRB,  504  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  April  1 1 

18  Output,  Capacity,  and  Capacity  Utilization,  FRB, 

402  (82,  84)  . March 

18  Personal  Income,  BEA  (223)  . March 

19  Revised  Corporate  Profits  and  National 

Income,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  (BEA) . 4  Q’78 

19  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  (93,  94)  . Week  Ending  April  18 

19  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508  (85,  102, 

107,  108) . Week  Ending  April  11 


19  Cattle  on  Feed,  Agriculture  . April  1 

19  Gross  National  Product  (Preliminary), 

BEA  (200,  205,  210) . 1  Q  ’79 

20  Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers 

Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release).  Census, 

M3-1,  (6,  24,  25,  96,  548) . March 

23  Grain  Stocks  Report,  Agriculture  . April  1 

24  Productivity  and  Costs  in  Private  Business, 

Nonfarm  Business,  and  Manufacturing 

Sectors  (Press  release),  BLS  . 4  Q  ’78 

24  Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury 

Bulletin  (115,  116) . February 
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Date 

April  25 

25 

26 

26 

26 

26 

27 

27 

30 

30 

30 


Subject  Data  for 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

504  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  April  18 

Housing  Vacancies  (Press  release). 

Census,  H-1 11 . 1  Q  ’79 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks, 

FRB,  503  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  April  25 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  508 
(102,  107,  108) . Week  Ending  April  18 

Consumer  Price  Index,  BLS 

(320,  322) . March 

Real  Earnings,  BLS  (341) . March 

Work  Stoppages  (Press  release),  BLS . March 

Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census, 

FT-900  (602,  612)  . March 


Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and 

Lagging  Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA . .March 

l^bor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

BLS  (2,  3,  4) . March 

Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture  . Mid-April 
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NEW  OCCUPATIONAL  INFORMATION  TOOLS 

standard  Occupational  Classification  Manual  1977 


The  first  issue  of  the  Standard  Occupational 
Classification  Manual  (SOC),  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Office  of  Federal  Statistical  Policy 
and  Standards.  This  standard  provides  a  statis¬ 
tical  classification  system  for  occupations  that 
should  make  statistics  compiled  by  different 
agencies  much  more  comparable,  as  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Industrial  Classification  does  for  industries. 
The  360-page  Manual  was  developed  to  fill  the 
need  for  a  standard  classification  to  be  used  in 
Federal  and  other  programs  in  which  occupa¬ 


tional  data  were  collected. 

The  SOC,  with  over  600  occupational  groups, 
is  not  expected  to  meet  all  the  needs  of  all 
agencies  but  rather  it  is  intended  to  be  used 
as  the  framework  which  all  surveys  should  use 
to  provide  comparability  at  some  level  with  other 
occupational  statistics. 

The  SOC  can  be  related  to  Dictionary  of 
Occupational  Titles,  which  was  developed 
primarily  for  job  placement  and  job  analysis. 
(See  below.) 


Dictionary  of  Occupationai  Tities,  Fourth  Edition 


The  1977  edition  of  the  Dictionary  of  Occu¬ 
pational  Titles  (DOT)  which  contains  informa¬ 
tion  on  approximately  20,000  occupations 
found  in  the  U.S.  economy,  has  just  been  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Department  of  Labor’s  Employ¬ 
ment  and  Training  Administration.  This  is  the 
fourth  edition  since  it  was  first  issued  in  1939. 
Other  editions  were  published  in  1949  and  1965. 

The  DOT  is  used  for  classifying  job  applica¬ 
tions  and  job  orders,  making  referrals,  assessing 


worker  transferability  into  related  jobs,  or 
relocating  workers  displaced  by  technological 
change.  The  changes  in  the  new  edition  are 
aimed  at  providing  a  broader  base  for  those 
uses. 

This  new  edition  includes  2,100  occupations 
that  have  been  identified  since  the  last  edition. 
More  than  3,500  definitions  have  been  eliminated 
because  of  obsolescence,  technological  change, 
or  duplication  of  other  jobs. 
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